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A message from Mrs Poulson 
 

It is nearly the end of my first year at Beech Green. I have really enjoyed getting to know everyone in our 

school community, being in classrooms whenever possible, meeting parents and carers on the gate and 

working with the whole staff team. This is a great school and I am fortunate to do a job that I love in an 

environment where people put the needs of the children first.  
 

There are a lot of strengths in our school, most notably the ethos and environment. Visitors often comment 

on how welcoming and polite our children are. Their enthusiasm for learning and their willingness to work 

hard and try their best is evident all day, every day. We are proud of our sporting triumphs this year: 

teams and individuals have excelled in a variety of competitions.  Our children have also shown incredible 

empathy and generosity to others: raising money for charity, working with our friends at Chestnut Court 

and in their daily interactions with adults and children.  
 

 

Along with the strengths there are things we’d like to improve. Earlier this year, we sent out our School 

Development Plan summary, so that you know what we’re working on.  Firstly we know we need to continue to 

improve the overall academic achievement and attainment.  We have got a plan and it is beginning to work 

well. It will take time, but we’re aiming high and working really hard to make sure every child reaches their 

potential.  
 

 

We would like to further develop the curriculum at Beech Green, bring in Forest School, P4C (Philosophy 

for Children) and more outdoor learning. As a school, we firmly believe that every child is entitled to 

receive as much support as they need in order to make good progress. This seems obvious, however like all 

schools we are hindered by reduced budgets and increasing costs. To overcome some of these issues we 

have sought outside support to help us develop some ‘in school’ long term strategies.  These will eventually 

become really useful and we hope to be able to share some of this with you in the IMPaCT sessions next 

term. 
 

As a school community, we have learned a lot together: we now know much more about the brain and how 

children learn.  We have used recent educational research and experts to help us develop our approaches to 

behaviour management and a more engaging curriculum. There are exciting times ahead.  

Effective communication with all our families is something that we want to keep working on. We know that 

not everyone has Twitter, but it has been a great way to give you a small glimpse of what your child has 

been doing all day: I promise you it is not ‘nothing’. We are really grateful to you all for all your support with 

the changes that we’ve made already. The playground is now free of rubbish and our children are full of 

fruit and vegetables! Every child is greeted at the door with a smile and a handshake and they all walk along 

the corridors. There have also been a few changes that you might not know about. Since September, 

children line up in register order: this has halved the time it takes to evacuate the building. Assemblies are 

more interactive with children thinking about the themes and contributing to them throughout the week. 
 

Finally we would like to remind you that we have an open door policy.  Please do come and see us if there is 

anything you are concerned about.  A member of staff wisely said to me this week: ‘It is privilege that you 

trust us and put your children in our care’.  

 

Wishing you all a peaceful and restful Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
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